
Improving Immunization Access for Iowans
Iowa’s Pharmacists are Ready to Step Up
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Over the last two decades, the role of pharmacists in immunization delivery has expanded 
significantly. All 50 states, the District of Columbia (DC), and Puerto Rico allow for pharmacist-
provided immunizations. The pharmacy profession has been recognized by the CDC for the impact 
it has had on increasing immunization rates necessary to combating vaccine-preventable diseases.

Currently, Iowa’s law allows for a pharmacist to order and administer recommended 
immunizations and vaccines to ages 18 and older. IPA is proposing to allow pharmacists to order 
and administer recommended vaccine and immunizations to any person age six or older. 

Increasing Access

 ▪ Although Iowa was the first to allow pharmacist immunization, many other states have 
surpassed Iowa in utilizing pharmacists to help improve immunization and vaccination rates. 
Many states, including North Dakota, Nebraska, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Illinois, and Michigan, 
allow pharmacists to administer vaccines to ages below Iowa’s current requirement of 18 or 
older.

 ▪ Highly educated to provide patient care services, pharmacists are well suited to help Iowa 
increase its vaccination rates and further reduce the incidence of vaccine preventable 
diseases.

 ▪ Adolescent vaccination rates could potentially be increased by complementing the efforts 
of primary care physicians with efforts to deliver vaccines through the pharmacy in a 
convenient and accessible setting.  

Common Examples

 ▪ Iowa law only allows pharmacists to administer vaccines only after completing the necessary 
training and education requirements, as well as report all administered vaccines to the Iowa 
Immunization Registry Information System (IRIS). Pharmacy school curriculum also includes 
standards to ensure that students become certified in immunization delivery as part of their 
education regarding public-health.1 

 ▪ Pharmacy-based immunization training for pharmacists also follows a nationally adopted 
certificate training program developed by the American Pharmacists Association (APhA), and 
the quality and content of this program in preparing pharmacists to administer vaccines are 
recognized by the CDC’s National Immunization Program.2 

 ▪  With the public’s increased ability to access pharmacists, pharmacists are perfectly positioned 
and have notable training to engage in conversations with patients to prompt vaccine 
reminders and recommendations.
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